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appointed, for the astonishment of those thus unexpectedly
called upon was great .indeed. The honor was unanimously
declined, for the very good reason that not one knew by heart
the French national hymn. .
No one seemed inclined to make a display of his musical
powers, until a gentleman from New Orleans, having devoted
himself, Curtius-like, for the good of all, volunteered, on con-
dition the burden of the song should be taken up by all pres-
ent. The reputation of the French company for patriotism
was thus saved. As for the burden, it was taken up, and in
such guise that, whatever credit the singers deserved for good-
will, it was evident there was nothing to boast of in the way
of harmony. It was plainly apparent they were nearing a
land of liberty, for every man sent forth his voice in the most
independent manner, perfectly free from all trammels of time
or measure, and utterly careless of his neighbor's performance.
At any rate, the result was one that had not always been
the case with the belligerent hymn—it ended, not in tears and
blood, but in hearty and prolonged merriment.
The close of the voyage was marked by the us\ial act of
conventional generosity which custom has made a law for all
artists of European celebrity, and which to neglect would be
to peril the expected success. Mademoiselle Kachel remitted
to the captain two thousand francs to be distributed among
the crew of the Pacific, and eight hundred francs for the Sail-
ors' Orphan Asylum. Thinking this a favorable opportunity,
one of the lady-passengers requested the generous artiste would
give a few scenes from Corneille. or Kacine for the gratifica-
tion of all the passengers. Rather surprised at a call for
which her experience of English society had not prepared her,
the tragedienne returned a very positive refusal.
At seven o'clock on the following morning Rachel and her
companions landed on the shores of the El Dorado, on which
go many hopes were founded. They were received by Mr.
Gustave Naquet, the agent of Raphael, who seemed rather
annoyed than pleased that the Pacific should have got in so
early. The cause was soon explained: preparations had been
made to receive Hermione with all due honors; a steam-boat
was to have brought out her guards—the Lafayette company

